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The First Resurrection. 
{In our late discussions of the subject of the 
Second Coming, we have purposely avoided, thus 
far, the Apocalypse, because the mystical charac- 
ter of that book, and the many manifest failures 
of its interpreters, have subjected it to general 
distrust ; and we have had no occasion to use it 
in laying our foundations. But nevertheless, it is 
a strong witness for the theory we have presented, 
and it is time now to hear its testimony. The 
following article from the Berean, demonstrates 
the entire coincidence of the Apocalypse with the 
doctrine of the duality of the resurrection which 
we have deduced from the prophecies of Daniel, 
of Christ, and of Paul.] 
The nature, subjects and period of 
the ‘FIRST RESURRECTION, described by 
John in Rev. 20, may be determined 
with entire certainty by the following 
process, 
I. We compare 1 Cor. 15: 51, 52, and 
1 Thess. 4: 16, 17, with Matt. 24: 29—34, 


1 Cor, and 1 Tuess. Marr. 24: 29-34. 


“We shall not all} “Immediately after the 
sleep, but we shall all be/ tribulation of those days 
changed. In amoment, [4. D. 70] shall the sunt 
in the twinkling of an|be darkened; .... and 
eye, at the last trump:/then shall appear the 
for the trumpet shall|sign of the Son of man 
sound, and the dead/in heaven; and _ then 
shall be raised incorrup-| shall all the tribes of the 
tible, and we shall be/earth mourn; and they 
changed.” shall see the Son of man 

“he Lord himself}coming in the clouds of 
shall descend from hea-| heaven, with power and 
ven with a shout, with|great glory. And he 
the voice of the archan-! shall send his angels 
gel, and with the trump} with a great sound of a 
of God: and the dead in} trumpet, and they shall 
Christ shall rise first :/ gather together his elect 
then we which are alive/from the four winds, 
and remain, shall be | from one end of heaven 
caught up together with} to the other, ... Verily 
them in the clouds, to|I say unto you, this gen- 
meet the Lord in the|eration shall not pass till 
air: and so shall we ever |all these things be ful- 
be with the Lord.” filled.” 


The parallelism of these passages is 
manifest in the following particulars.— 
1, Both columns announce the Second Ad- 
vent of Christ. 2. Both predict the sound- 
ing of the angelic trumpet. 3. Both make 
that sounding the signal of the gathering 
of the saints. In Matthew the gathering 
is simply announced, without explanation 
of its nature. In the passages from 
1 Corinthians and 1 Thessalonians, the 
gathering is described as a resurrection 
of the dead, a change of the living from 
mortality to immortality, and a trans- 
lation of all to the immediate presence of 
Christ, 4. Both columns set the time 
of this great transaction very near to the 
period of Christ’s personal ministry. In 
the first, language is used which plainly 
indicates that Paul expected that he and 
others cotemporary with him would be 
alive at the time of the Second Advent ; 
and in the second, it is expressly affirm- 
ed that Christ would come and gather 
his elect immediately after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, within the lifetime of the 
generation then present. On the whole, 
there can be no doubt that both refer to 
the same events. Of course it is demon- 
strated that Matthew. 24: 31 announces 
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We rely on the free gifts of 


saints, living and dead, from Hades and 
Mortality. ' 

II. We compare Matt. 24: 29—31, 
with Rev. 6 and 7. 


Mart. 24: 29-31. Rev. 6 and 7. 


Ver. 12. “I beheld 
when he had opened the 
sixth seal, the sun be- 
came black. and the 
moon became as blood, 
and the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, and 
the heaven departed as 
ascroll, &c. And the 
kings of the earth said 
to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the wrath 
of the Lamb! And:af- 
ter these things I saw 
four angels, . . holding 
the four winds, . . and 
saw another angel having 
the seal of the living 
God, and he cried with 
aloud voice, saying, . . 
Hurt not the earth, ... 
till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in 
their foreheads. .. . And 
there were sealed an 
hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the 
tribes of Israel; of the 
tribe of Juda twelve 
thousand ; of the tribe 
of Reuben twelve thou- 
sand, &c. And loa great 
multitude... of all na- 
tions ... stood before 
the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes. . . . They 
shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more,” 
to the other.” &e. 


The general identity of these passages 
is too evident to need much comment. 
In the last paragraphs of the parallel, the 
following points of unity may be noticed. 
1. Both passages announce a gathering 
of the saints to Christ, 2. Both repre- 
sent it asa gathering from the four winds. 
3. Both ascribe the gathering to the 
instrumentality of angels. 4, As we have 
proved that the first announces in general 
language, a literal resurrection, so in the 
second we find a variety of terms that 
plainly point to the same fact: e. g., the 
saints are sealed with the ‘seal of the 
living God;’ they are clothed with ‘white 
robes ;’ they have ‘come up out of great 
tribulation; they stand before God ; 
they are beyond the reach of hunger and 
thirst. 

It should be noticed also that the 
chronological indices in the two passages 
exactly agree. In Matthew, the time fix- 
ed for the advent of Christ and the gath- 
ering of the saints, was within the lifetime 
of the generation living when the proph- 
ecy was uttered ; in other words, ‘ im- 
mediately after the tribulation’ of the 
destruction of Jerusalem, in A. D. 70.— 
In Rev. 6 and 7, the advent and gather- 
ing take place at the opening of the sixth 
seal, previous to the sounding of any of 
the trumpets of the Gentile dispensation, 
and immediately after a series of tribula- 
tions, exactly corresponding to those of 
A. D. 70, ushered in by the opening of 
the first five seals. 

It is thus made certain that the 7th 
chapter of Revelations describes the same 
gathering as that announced in Matt. 24: 
31, and of course the same resurrection of 
the sa.iuts from Hades and Mortality, as 
that announced in I Cor. 15: 52, and 
1 Thess. 4: 16,17. Thus also the time of 
this resurrection is fastened with a ‘three- 
fold cord’ to the period immediately sub- 
sequent to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
before the commencement of the times of 
the Gentiles. 

We must here glance at some of the 
details which are presented in Rev. 7. It 
will be perceived that while Matt. 24: 31 


“Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be dark- 
ened, and the moon shall 


not give her light, and 





the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be 
shaken. Then shall ap- 
pear the sign of the Son 
of man in heaven; and 
then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. 
And he shall send his 
with 
sound of a trumpet, and 
they 
elect from the four winds, 


angels a great 


shall gather his 


from one end of heaven 








a literal resurrection—a gathering of the 


the passages in 1 Corinthians and 1 Thes- 
salonians give us a clue to the mode of 
the gathering, we have in Rev. 7 a sort of 
statistical account of the number and na- 
tional origin of the persons gathered.— 
Twelve thousand from each of the tribes 
of Israel—in all 144,000 Jews—occupy 
‘the foreground of the resurrection-scene, 
and the picture is filled up with an innu- 
merable multitude ‘of all nations and kin- 
dreds and peoples and tongues.’ This is 
just such a gathering as might be antici- 
pated, on the supposition that it was the 
general harvest of the saints of preced- 
ing ages. The vision cannot be referred 
with the least plausibility to any such 
transactions in the visible world as the 
conversion of Jews and Gentiles to Chris- 
tianity ; for, in the first place, the num- 
ber of Jews that embraced Christianity 
in the times to which the prophecy refers, 
never approached the sum of 144,000 ; 
and, secondly, their classification by tribes, 
was then obsolete. It is as evident that 
the assignment of the 144,000 to the 
original twelve tribes of Israel is to be 
understood literally, as it is that the in- 
numerable multitude which was gathered 
with them came literally from ‘ every na- 
tion and kindred and people and tongue.’ 
If it is considered that for two thousand 
years the religion of the true God had 
made its abode with the Jews, it is easily 
conceivable that twelve thousand of each 
of the twelve tribes should have ‘died in 
faith,’ and have been kept in store for the 
resurrection at Christ’sadvent. And it is 
equally rational to suppose that they who 
‘feared God and worked righteousness’ 
among the Gentiles, few and far between 
as they were in individual nations and 
times, would amount, when reckoned for 
the whole world, and for all preceding 
ages, to an ‘innnumerable multitude.’ 

On the whole it is sufficiently evident 
that we have in the 7th of Revelations a 
specific account of the resurrection of the 
‘Old Testament saints,’ (including of 
course the saints of the apostolic age.) 
As the Gentile multitude was evidently 
only a secondary accompaniment of the 
144,000 from the tribes of Israel, the 
resurrection under consideration may prop- 
erly be termed by way of distinction, 
the resurrection of the Jewish church. 
The appropriate time for this resurrection 
was at the close of the Jewish dispen- 
sation. 

III. We next compare Rev. 7: 2—4, 
with Rev. 14: 1—4. 


Rey. 7: 2—4. Rev 14: 1—4. 


dead, 


an interval of many ages. 


144,000 as being presented to God before 
the general gathering of mankind. Our 
previous demonstrations show in what sense 
this was true. The Jewish church was 
first presented to God in the resurrection. 
The term ‘jirst-fruits’ is here applied to 
the 144,000 in the same way as it is ap- 
plied to Christ in 1 Cor. 15: 23. With 
reference to the whole race of man, Christ 
was the ‘first-fruits’ of the resurrection 


harvest. With reference to the great 
mass, to be raised after the times of the 


Gentiles, the Jewish church was the 
‘first-fruits.’ It is proved then by the 
explicit testimony of inspiration, as well 
as by every consideration of reason, that 
the resurrection of the Jewish church im- 
mediately after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, was the ‘first resurrection.’ 

IV. We turn now to Rev. 20: 4—13, 
and apply to its interpretation the results 
of our preceding investigations, The por- 
tions of the passage which are essential 
to our present purpose are the following:— 

‘I saw the souls of them that were be- 
headed for the witness of Jesus and for 
the word of God, . . . and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. . . 
But the rest of the dead lived not again 
till the thousand years were finished.— 
This is the first resurrection. Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection. . . . They shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years. When the 
thousand years are expired, | Gog and 
Magog are gathered and brought up to 
the battle of the great day of God Al- 
mighty. Fire from heaven consumes them, 
and the devil that deceived them is cast 
into the lake of fire] AndI saw the 
small and great, stand before 
God ; . . . and the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it, and death and hell deliv- 


ered up the dead which were in them, and 
they were judged every man according to 


his works,’ 

Here we have a description of two res- 
urrections, separated from each other by 
One of them 
is called the ‘ first resurrection’ with man- 


ifest reference to the other as the second. 


Both therefore are of the same kind. If 


one is a literal resurrection, the other must 
also be literal. 


It is admitted on all hands 
that the second is a literal resurrection. 
Of course the same is true of the first.— 
Now as we have proved that a literal resur- 


rection of the Jewish church took place 
immediately after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, and that this was the first resur- 


“T saw another angel 
. . » having the seal of 
the living God; and he 
cried, saying, Hurt not 
the earth... till we 
have sealed the servants 
of our God in their fore- 
heads. . . . And there 
were sealed an hundred 
and forty-four thousand 


el. 
It is obvious that 


rection ; and as it is evident that there 





of all the tribes of Isra- | God and the Lamb.” 
” 


“T looked, and lo, a 
Lamb stood on_ the 
Mount Sion, and with 
him an hundred and for- 
ty-four thousand, having 
his Father’s name writ- 
ten in their foreheads. 
... These were redeem- 
ed from among men, be- 
ing the first-fruits unto 


church. 


both of these pas- 1. Compare Rev. 


can be but one first resurrection, it is 
fairly demonstrated that the resurrection 
denominated ‘ the first’ in the above pas- 
sage, is identical with that of the Jewish 
This conclusion will be confirmed 
by comparing the specific characteristics 
of the persons described as ihe subjects of 
the resurrection in. question, with the char- 
acteristics of the church that was raised 
at the close of the Jewish dispensation. 


14: 3—65, with Rev. 


sages refer to the same ransomed assembly. 


passage announces a literal resurrection 
of the Jewish church, which took place 
immediately after the close of the Jewish 
dispensation, we transfer this information 
to the second passage, and by means of it 
determine the meaning of the concluding 
verse—‘ These were redeemed from among 
men, being the first-fruits unto God and 
the Lamb.’ Under the Jewish dispensa- 


the 144,000 which were 
redeemed from the earth. 
These are they which 
were not defited. ... In 
their mouth was found] rection. 
no guile, for they arejholy is he that hath 
without fault.” 


: tga 20: 6. 
The number in each is the same. In Pcie hte Cuar. 20. 
each, the saints are sealed in their fore- 
heads with the name of the living God. “They sung a new ae lived and reign- 
. i st | Song, . .. and no man with Christ a thou- 
Now as we have proved that the first contd ieneee Ghehageerteatiingia aeaies: Tikes the 


rest of the dead lived 
not again till the thou- 
sand years were finished. 
This is the first resur- 
Blessed and 


part in the first resur- 





rection.” 
One of these passages is manifestly the 
echo of the other. The peculiar blessed- 


ered. 





predicts the gathering of the saints. and 


tion, the first ripe fruits were offered to 
God before the general harvest was gath- 
In some sense, 
save before us r->~esents the church of 


therefore, the pas- 





ness and holiness attributed to the subjects 
of the first resurrection in the second of 
them, is more minutely described in the 
first, and is there expressly assigned to 
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the 144,000, or, as we have before proved, 
to the Jewish church which was raised 
from the dead after the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

2. Compare Rev. 6: 9—11, with Rev. 
20: 4—6. 

Cuap. 6. Cuap. 20. 
“When he had opened; «] saw thrones, and 


the fifth seal, I saw un- d 
der the altar the souls they apap a setiainene 
of them that were slain|judgment was given unto 


for the word of God, and|them: and I saw the 
for the testimony which | souls of them that were 


po bene a Mem beheaded for the witness 
saying, How long, Ojof Jesus and for the 
Lord, holy and true, dost| word of God; . . . and 


thou not judge and|¢hey lived and reigned 


a oe ee an with Christ a thousand 
earth. And white robes|years. But the rest of 
were given to them; and/| the dead lived not again 


Sg Reg vet = until the thousand years 
yet for a little season,|V¢Te finished. This is 
until their fellow-ser-|the first resurrection, 
vants, and their brethren Blessed and holy is he 
~~ ae —— . i that hath part in the first 
fulfilled.” 

The same company of the martyred 
dead are the subjects of discourse in both 
of these passages. In the first passage 
they are represented as awaiting the re- 
demption of the judgment. In the- sec- 
ond their judgment is past, and they are 
described as standing with Christ in the 
blessedness and holiness of the resurrec- 
tion. The scene of the first passage oc- 
curs at the opening of the fifth seal, just 
after the awful tribulations that follow 
the opening of the former seals, (i. e. the 
tribulations of A. D. 70,) and just before 
the Second Advent and the resurrection- 
gathering which follow the opening of the 
sixth seal. It is manifest that these same 
martyrs who cried for deliverance at the 
opening of the fifth seal, were the subjects 
of the gathering under the sixth. And 
thus it is evident that they who are des- 
cribed in Rev. 20 as partakers in the first 
resurrection, are also identical with those 
who were gathered under the sixth seal. 

In view of all these coinciding tokens, 
we cannot doubt that the true interpre- 
tation of the vision in Rev. 20: 4—6, is as 
follows: 1. The resurrection there des- 
cribed, was, as to its NATURE, a rising 
from Hades and Mortality—that very res- 
urrection which the apostles and primitive 
believers constantly represented as very 
near, and which Paul in 1 Cor. 15: 52, 
and 1 Thess. 4: 16, specifically defined as 
a literal resurrection, 2. Its SUBJECTS 
were the saints of all previous ages, but 
particularly of the Jewish church. 3. Its 
TIME was immediately after the tribula- 
tions of A. D. 70, between the opening 
of the sixth and seventh seals, and more 
than a thousand years previous to the 
time appointed for the general resurrec- 
tion. 

We subjoin the following corollaries of 
this conclusion. 

1. The millennium, properly so called, 
being the period between the first and 
second resurrection, is past. It was the 
millennium, not of saints in this world, 
but of the saints of the Jewish dispensa- 
tion, in the resurrection. 

2. We are now in a position to see why 
the New Testament constantly places the 
commencement of the kingdom of heaven 
at the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
kingdom of heaven is properly the hing- 
dom of the resurrection. Christ entered 
the resurrection himself soon after his 
death ; and so far as the king was con- 
cerned, the kingdom of heaven began from 
his ascension. But the first colony of his 
destined subjects from Hades and Mortali- 
ty, did not enter the resurrection till his 
Coming at the end of the Jewish dispen- 
sation. That, therefore, was more properly 
the era of the commencement of his king- 
dom. 





resurrection. 





Tue Paciric Surveying Exprpirion.—The 
vessels of this squadron are nearly ready for sea, 
and were to have sailed yesterday from New York 
for Norfolk, where they will take on boarda 
number of instruments, imported to that place di- 
rect from Liverpool, and which are of too delicate 
a nature to admit of land carriage. 

The Expedition, which will probably be absent 


about three years, is organized with an efficient 
scientific corps. It will explore, as minutely as 
possible the coasts of Asia and America bordering 
on the Northern Pacific and Behring’s Straits.— 
The survey will also embrace the Japan islands 
and seas, the Gulf of Tartary, the seas of Kamts- 
chatka and Okhotsk, and all the islands lying 
therein, or adjacent thereto, including the Aleu- 
tian and Sandwich Islands, &c. The squadron 
consists of three sailing vessels and one steamer, 
mounting in all thirty-six guns, and under the 
command of Capt. Ringgold.—National Intelli- 
gencer, May 4th. 
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New Typr.—Nearly the whole of the present 
No. of the Circular, as our readers will probably 
observe, is printed on NEW TYPE; and we are 
making further improvements in our printing- 
office, of which we shall have something to say 
hereafter. Inthe midst of these changes, the 
hands employed by the founder from whom we 
were receiving our new type, quit work on a strike, 
which interruption has delayed the issue of this 
number, and given usa taste of the tribulations 
that are experienced in the striking world around 
us. 





The Gospel of the Second Coming. 

The gospel to which this paper is devoted, 
may properly be called the Gospel of the Sec- 
ond Coming. Our message is, that Christ is, 
not only de jure, but de facto, Sovereign of the 
world, and that he commenced his reign on earth 
as well as in heaven, immediately after the des- 
truction of Jerusalem. We have heard and learned 
from the Spirit of truth, and from the word of 
Seripture, that Jesus Christ was not only ‘proved 
to be the Son of God with power’ by his own res- 
urrection from the dead, but that he was also 
proved to be the Son of man with power, by the 
resurrection of the church of the first-born from 
the dead. We testify that when he ascended up 
on high, he not only became the supreme spirit 
among the thrones and dominions of the invisible 
world, but that he was empowered to administer 
the affairs of this world; and as he went to the 
Father and received his kingdom, so he returned 
to the world at his Second Coming, and com- 
menced the administration of that kingdom. 

Thus by the gospel of the Second Coming, we 
find out who is our king. 

Then by the gospel of the Second Coming, we 
know who are the employes of his administra- 
tion. They are the apostles and prophets, and 
faith-heroes of the early ages, and principally of the 
Jewish nation—the church of the first resurrec- 
tion. His sub-kings, assistant judges, and army 
of subordinates, are the 144,000 from the tribes 
of Israel, and an innumerable multitude from all 
nations, who were gathered into the New Jerusa- 
lem when the Old Jerusalem fell. 

By the gospel of the Second Coming, we know 
the method of Christ’s administration. The 
course he pursued personally after his crucifixion, 
is a true index of the course which he has pursued 
since, and which the church of the resurrection 
has followed with him. The world saw him no 
more—he withdrew into a secret place, and assum- 
ed the angelic nature and the angelic method of 
operation on the world. Immediately after his 
resurrection, he was busy in securing the faith of 
his disciples—personally manifesting himself to 
them, and conversing with them: but the world 
knew nothing of it. He was busy again in the 
wonderful events of the day of Pentecost, and in 
the subsequent conquest of Jerusalem: he was 
busy on the plain of Damascus, in frustrating 
Paul’s hostility, and transferring that mighty 
man to his own kingdom. At a later period he 
was busy over all Asia Minor, in giving directions 
and criticism to the churches by the apostle John. 
But his activity was all of that secret, spiritual 
nature that the world takes no cognizance of. 
Such was the character of the Second Coming— 
unperceived by the world, like the coming of ‘a 
thief in the night.’ Just so the church that was 
gathered to him at his Coming, and became the 
employes of his administration, have pursued their 
ends in conjunction with him, in the same secret, 
spiritual manner, from that time till this. 

That is a good idea in the little article frour the 
Independent, on another page, that the apostles 
and Primitive church are the true ‘Society of Je- 
sus.’ The original Jesuits, commencing from Je- 
sus himself, were, as we can see, through the 
whole period of the apostolic age, acting truly in 
a ‘ Jesuitical’ way so far as secrecy and shrewd- 
ness are concerned, though not in the way of dis- 





honesty and corrupt management. The Jesuitism 


of Christ, and of the kingdom he formed of the 
Jewish church, consists in its spirituality. Purely 
spiritual activity is as secret and insinuating as 
the most artful priestcraft, and yet it is perfectly 
honest. And so far as Jesuitism is truly spiritual 
and perfectly honest, so far it is an element of 
tremendous power. Such, evidently, has been 
thus far the method of Christ’s administration. 

Then by the gospel of the Second Coming we 
know what is the general plan of Christ and his 
kingdom. It is to ‘reign until they shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and power’—that 
is, all ungodly dynasties—every thing that is for- 
eign to their own kingdom. It is as manifest 
and sure that the ambition for universal conquest 
is in the kingdom of God, as that it is in the Em- 
pire of Russia, or as that it was in Napoleon, 
Cesar, or Alexander. 

We know more specifically that Christ’s pur- 
pose, and his proceedings from the time when he 
ascended his throne, have been directly toward the 
grand result of ‘gathering all nations before his 
throne;? that he may separate them ‘as a 
shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats,’ and 
so bring the world to judgment. And he has been 
working, ‘not as one that beateth the air,” but by 
the sure and recorded word of the everlasting 
God, and on the track laid for him from the foun- 
dation of the world. He is proceeding to univer- 
sal conquest and the judgment of the nations, not 
for the purpose of selfish aggrandizement, but to 
fulfil the Covenant that God made with Abra- 
ham, that ‘in his seed all nations should be 
blessed.’ That promise can never be fulfilled till 
judgment is established in the earth. Christ is 
the depository of that promise, and the blessing 
of all nations is in him; but that blessing can be 
given to the world, only by his assuming the 
throne of universal dominion, and establishing the 
New Jerusalem as the capital of all nations ; and 
this requires the judgment. 

And by the gospel of the Second Coming, we 
know what is to be the consummation. It is to 
be entire Communism ; it is the unity of heaven 
and earth—the gathering of all into one. Com- 
munism is the essence of the commandment, 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbor as thyself.’ Christ said 
that this was the whole of the law and the proph- 
ets. He came not to destroy the law, but to ful- 
fil—to establish Communism of man with God, 
and with his brother. The Spirit of Communism 
was in him. He ascended the throne of heaven 
and earth, with the principle in his heart which 
he manifested on the cross, viz., love that shrinks 
not from death. And the evidence that Commu- 
nism is in his heart, came out on the day of Pen- 
tecost, when the Spirit that was sent from him 
destroyed selfishness, and abolished property.— 
And we are sure that when the church of the 
first-born from Hades and this world were gath- 
ered to him, and Communism on the grandest 
scale commenced, that church became the true 
exponent of the heart of Jesus Christ. We are 
sure that the New Jerusalem is the city of Com- 
munism; and that city cometh down from God 
out of heaven. So the end shall be the establish- 
ment of Communism of heaven and earth; the 
‘ will of God shall be done on earth, as it is done 
in heaven,’ and the nations of the world shall be- 
come exponents of the heart of Jesus Christ, in 
whom the law and the prophets are fulfilled. 

These are the tidings that are brought to us by 
the gospel of the Second Coming; and in propor- 
tion as we apprehend these great facts ; (for be it 
remembered, that facts, and not theological doc- 
trines, are the burden of this gospel ;) in propor- 
tion as we realize the actual sovereignty of Christ 
and of the New Jerusalem kingdom; in propor- 
tion as we understand the method and policy and 
object of that kingdom, the history of its opera- 
tions, and the end it has in view; just in that 
proportion our spirits will come into sympathy 
and affinity with that kingdom, and we shall be 
endued with ‘power from on high, and enabled to 
bear witness of that kingdom with the original 
energy of the Primitive church. Let us then 
give earnest heed to the Gospel of the Second 
Coming. 





== Intense excitement prevails in relation to 
the dreadful accident which occurred on the New 
York and New Haven Railroad about 10 o’clock, 
on Friday, by which over 50 persons lost their lives, 
and many others were more or less injured. The 
facts are briefly these: the drawbridge, east of Nor- 
walk, had been opened for the passage of the Steam- 
boat Pacific, which had but just passed, when the 
Express Train from New York to Boston, consist- 
ing of two baggage cars and five passenger cars, 





came on at a speed of thirty miles an hour, and 





the forward part of it plunged into the water 15 
feet below, and 10 or 12 feet deep. The engine, 
baggage-cars, and two passenger cars, tock this 
awful leap entire, and the third passenger car was 
smashed, a part going into the water, and the re- 
mainder serving to prevent the last two cars 
from sharing the fate of the others. So great was the 
speed of the train that the engine shot entirely 
across the channel—55 feet—and struck the abut- 
ment on the other side. The blame is mainly 
attributed to the engineer, who is reported to 
have disregarded the signal, which was lowered 
some 15 minutes before the train came up; but 
it is probable that he was obeying the orders of the 
conductor. The Hartford papers state that the 
Legislature, now in session in that city, has ap- 
pointed a committee to investigate the matter, 
and report. 





Editorial Correspondence. 
The Charter Oak--Excitement about the Acci- 
dent at Springfield, &c. 
Springfield, Mass., May 6, 1853. 

Dear Frienps: I will drop you aline here, giy- 
ing the incidents ofmy progress. Yesterday morn- 
ing I was carried to Meriden, from whence I took 
my way on foot to Hartford, by way of Wethers- 
field—a very quaint and interesting old town, 
noted for having been once burnt by the Indians, 
for its onions, and its State Prison. At Hartford, 
this morning, I looked in upon the Leguslature, 
and took a walk to the Deaf and Dumb Asylum; 
and the Charter Oak, which is certainly the most 
ancient, overgrown, historical looking tree that I 
ever saw. It is patched in many places where it 
is beginning to decay, with pieces of sheet-iron or 
zinc, and looks like an old veteran of the wars. 

At half-past twelve, I went to the Depot to 
take the Express train, then nearly due, for Brat- 
tleboro, But the time went by and no train came, 
and presently a little boy came in and told the 
ticket-master, in a low tone, that the Telegraph 
reported an accident at Norwalk, Conn., by which 
the train was delayed, and that many lives were 
lost. Gradually the rumor gained ground and 
circulated; and then there began to be apprehen- 
sions for persons who were supposed to be on that 
train. The Telegraphic reports became more ex- 
plicit—thirty persons killed and one car still under 
water,—and it became the all absorbing topic.— 
Thus we waited all the afternoon at the Depot, 
expecting the delayed train, and feeding on the 
dismal rumors of the accident, till about five 
o’clock, when the Way train came, confirming the 
news, and proceeding on to Springfield, by which 
Icame hither. Here, again, the Depot and streets 
were full of people discussing in knots the details 
of the accident, and waiting in suspense for fur- 
ther news. I met Charles Mead in the Depot, 
who directed me to the Hotel where he boards: 
there the lady of the house was in tears, fearing 
that her husband was among the lost; but was 
happily relieved by finding that he had taken an 
earlier train, and come on with us. I heard seve- 
ral people speak of having just missed the train 
by some casual circumstance, and in one instance, 
aman frankly gave credit to Providence for his 
preservation. 

But New England has suffered severely; and 
what is remarkable. the blow seems to have fallen 
particularly on the medical profession. Many of 
the passengers were Physicians, returning from 
a Medical Convention at New York. The two 
from Spingfield, I learn, were leading Physicians, 
in the hight of their activity and influence. 

What a blow to families and friends, and all the 
pride of life! When will the world learn to do 
without these shocking disasters? Surely they 
are not natural, and God does not permit them 
except as the needful correctives of a worse evil. 
As such, I believe they have a valuable use—ta- 
king the place of voluntary criticisms, and in some 
degree softening the public heart. 

Yours in haste, —G. 





== Mrs. Stowr meets with a warm reception 
in England. Her progress is attended with mach 
of the pomp of royalty—indeed it might be doubt- 
ed, judging from newspaper-accounts, whether the 
Queen herself would receive more attention from 
her loyal subjects than does Mrs. Stowe. Where- 
ever she goes, immense crowds gather around her, 
anxious to see the author of the wonderful book 
that has so touched their hearts; and newspa- 
pers herald her movements with great minute- 
ness. An interesting feature of the case, is, the 
apparent modesty, or “Beecher-like indifference,” 
with which she receives these attentions. The 
visit of the Stowes will be short, as they wish to 
be back in the United States by the first of June. 
The English papers express regret at the rapidity 
of their visit, and evidently dislike the driving, 
Yankee spirit, that will not permit them to “enjoy 
a moment of ease.” 
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A Misnomer. 


The Protestant world, in consenting to call 
the special busy-bodies of Popery Jesuits, un- 
wisely, and perhaps unwittingly, surrender a 
most sacred name to the vilest associations.— 
Js it not a shame that the name of Jesus, at 
which it is said ‘ every knee shall bow,’ should 
be bandied about, even by those who love him, 
as the nickname of the very worst society in 
the most corrupt church in Christendom? Is 
there not latent blasphemy in the habit of 
thought and speech, which allows all that is 
most odiousin religious chicanery to be summed 
up and intensified in the epithet Jeswetical— 
as though Jesus was the Prince of Priesteraft ? 

There is no propriety or necessity of per- 
petuating this misnomer. The men who are 
commonly called Jeswits are really the disci- 
ples of Ignatius Loyola, and have no right 
whatever to the name of Jesus. Their proper 
title is that of Loyolites ; and the Protestant 
world, if it chooses to agree on the matter, can 
make them wear that title, and rescue the 
Name ‘ that is above every name,’ from the in- 
famy into which they have sunk it. 

It should be as much an honor to be called 
a Jeswit, as to be called a Christian. The 
apostles and Primitive church were the genuine 
‘Society of Jesus,’ and the Loyolites are in 
fact anti-Jesuits. Let us correct this scanda- 
lous abuse of words.—Jndependent. 





The Effect of Uncle Tom in Europe. 

[The following from the New York Herald, 
presents an interesting view of one side of the 
phenomenon that is exciting the world. In our 
opinion, however, the wonderful success of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin is chiefly owing to the secret influ- 
ence of the true Jesuits—we mean the Primitive 


Church. ] 

The London Times, which cannot afford room 
for the speeches of Mr. Cass or Mr. Everett on 
the highest questions of international politics, 
publishes at full length a letter from Prof. Stowe 
to Mr. McSymon, informing that gentleman and 
the world that Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe is in- 
disposed. Nor is the Times at all in advance of 
the rest of the English people in this respect.— 
Honors such as crowned heads have seldom re- 
ceived, await on all sides the authoress of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. Congratulations and fetes that a 
sovereign might envy, are pressed upon her from 
every quarter ; rich and poor, noble and plebeian, 
throng the path through which she is expected to 
pass. British statesmen deem her opinions worth 
careful study. Archbishop Whately deliberately 
awards her the first place among modern philan- 
thropists, and the leading critic of London deposes 
Dickens from his throne to exalt Mrs. Stowe.— 
Public opinion in Europe fully bears them out in 
these extravagant views. About one hundred 
editions of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or one million 
copies, have been sold in England. Some twenty 
editions, comprising 300,000 copies, have been sold 
in France. Thirty editions, or 500,000 copies, in 
Germany. At least ten editions, or rather more 
than 200,000 copies, in the rest of Europe. We 
shall not exaggerate if we say that the total circu- 
lation of the work in Europe amounts to two mil- 
lions eo It has, moreover, been dramatized 
in ten or twelve theatres; and the personages 
have become more familiar to the people than the 
heroes of Biblical history, Scott’s novels, or Shak- 
speare’s dramas. Neither the imperial library of 
Paris, nor the Vatican library, nor the British 
Museum, contains any work whose popularity is 
so extensive in Europe at the present time as 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

Its success is a phenomenon which deserves to 
be studied. Abolitionists like the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, see in it nothing but a striking expression 
of public opinion against negro-slavery. A few 
whose unreasoning philanthropy may possibly 
excuse their deficiency of literary acumen, ascribe 
it to intrinsic excellencies which they have dis- 
covered in the style and plot of the work. The 
bulk of thinkers note the fact, and judiciously ab- 
stain from expressing an opinion as to its causes. 

Their reserve is creditable to their discretion. 
The sources of the popularity of works like Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin will not bear probing in Europe.— 
When Cayenne and military platoons are so con- 
stantly before the eyes of the public, it is but com- 
mon prudence to hide under a jest or a sagacious 
doubt, a conviction whose corollaries might lead 
to one or the other. For, deeply as the discovery 
may wound the anti-slavery faction, they may de- 
pend upon it they are destined’to find out, some 
day, that the abolitionist sentiment goes for little 
or nothing in the success of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
Its prestige rests not on the plea it urges on be- 
half of the blacks, but in the bold, earnest tone 
in which it sets forth the rights of man and the 
principles of natural democracy. The color of the 
heroes of the tale is soon lost sight of by the Eu- 
ropean reader. His passions are stirred by the 
wrongs of injured individuals—men_ like himself. 
He asks not, he cares not, whence they hail, nor 
what destiny fate has seemed to allot them. All 
he notes is the oppression they are painted as 
suffering. Without any extraordinary effort of 
imagination, he draws a plausible analogy between 
the condition of his own fellow-countrymen and 
that of the Uncle Toms of romance. He can find 
a Haley in the feudal landlords of his native soil, 
and many a Legree in the agents of their estates, 
or, still more frequently, in the military tyrants 


numbers. He can readily apply to his own case 
the piteous prayer for justice that Mrs. Stowe ut- 
ters on behalf of her black proteges. Instances 
are not wanting to remind him that, however 
fanciful her pictures of negro life, the miseries of 
a Cassy and the brutality of a Sambo are not 
without precedent in European history. Hence 
the thrilling interest he discovers in the narrative. 
It is to him a burning appeal on behalf of the op- 
pressed throughout the globe. His own case— 
that of his friends and fellow-countrymen—are 
plainly depicted. The negro disguise does not 
delude him for an instant. Those rights which 
Mrs. Stowe claims in such powerful language for 
the negroes, he has been vainly struggling for a 
century or more to conquer for himself. Every 
noble impulse which she implants in the hearts of 
her impossible model black men, has long since 
taken firm root in his own. Each stifled threat 
that escapes from the lips of a George, has been 
audibly murmured time after time by himself.— 
Englishmen’s hearts burn with fury when the 
sufferings of their own seamstresses are vividly 
delineated in the characters of Cassy and Eliza.— 
Many a Frenchman has felt, with George, that he 
was born to better things than serfdom. Ger- 
mans, Hungarians, Italians, know, that whatever 
be the condition of the American negroes, they 
are themselves but slaves, and that on God’s 
earth they are entitled to be free. 

That an earnest appeal for liberty and equality 
for all men, most skilfully embodied in a dramatic 
form, should find two millions of readers among 
the one hundred and fifty millions of enslaved 
white men in Europe, can excite no surprise. In- 
deed, when we bear in mind that the present laws 
of continental Europe prohibit the dissemination 
of such sentiments in a direct form, we might al- 
most wonder that a book which answers the se- 
cret cravings of men’s hearts, without arousing 
the fears of their tyrants, should not have obtained 
a still wider popularity. 

Uncle Tom has his mission m Europe, and 
most conscientiously is he fulfiling it. Figaro, 
efficient as he was, could not compare with him 
for an instant. For one who imbibed notions of 
freedom from Beaumarchais’ stirring vindication 
of popular rights, twenty will feel their nerves 
strung and their hearts braced for the coming en- 
counter by the perusal of Uncle Tom. Some 
such stimulus was needed. Ten, twenty, or 
thirty years may elapse before the eruption of 
the vast voleano which must dash all the thrones 
of Europe to the dust. A whole generation must 
pass away before freedom and equal rights are 
conquered by the one hundred and fifty millions 
of white slaves who inhabit the continent of Eu- 
rope. But come it must. The battle must be 
fought. The antagonistic principles of democracy 
and oligarchy must meet face to face, and one 
only leave the field. When that fearful struggle 
does take place, philosophers and historians will 
note with careful accuracy that the notions of 
freedom which impelled the champions of the 
popular cause to the conflict, had been in a great 
measure imbibed from the perusal of a romance 
by an American woman. Her immediate purpose 
will, in all human probability, remain unfulfilled. 
Planters at the south may continue to employ 
slave labor, and happiness and contentment may 
still pervade the negro population, in spite of the 
insidious attempts of abolitionist incendiaries.— 
But she will have contributed largely to accom- 
plish a work of far greater importance. The aris- 
tocrats of England and Europe, who fancy they 
are dealing a desperate blow at our institutions by 
their patronage of Uncle Tom, will discover when 
it is too late that they themselves are the Legrees 
and the Haleys upon whom retribution must 
fall. 








THE CIRCULAR. 
Criticism. 

There is a beautiful example of criticism, re- 
ceived in a right spirit, in Paul’s epistles to the 
Corinthians. In the first epistle, he severely 
rebukes the Corinthians for various disorders that 
were rife among them; but he aims a special 
blow at their allowing a person of notoriously 
corrupt life, to continue to associate with them 
in good church-fellowship; while they, instead of 
mourning and humbling themselves, were ina 
glorying, puffed up, state. Paul gives his judg- 
ment of the offender, and of the church, in the 
most plain and direct manner. “I verily, as ab- 
sent in body, but present in spirit, have judged 
already as though I were present, concerning him 
that hath so done this deed, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered togeth- 
er, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Your glorying is not good. Know ye not thata 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge 
out therefore the old leaven.” This is the lan- 
guage of ‘one having authority.’ Paul was not 
dependent on his bodily senses to detect and 
judge offenses; and when, as in the foregoing 
instance, he took deliberate aim, a bullet flew that 
was sure to reach the heart of the evil. 

We have in the second epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans, a minute description "of the effect produced 
on the church by this tremendous criticism. 
The 7th chapter is devoted to the subject, and 


FOR 





whom these latter days have produced in such 


brings Paul and the Corinthians both before us 





in the most beautiful light. Paul assures them 
in the most tender and affectionate manner, of his 
abiding love for them—and that in all his tribu- 
lation from within and without, great was his 
glorying of them and great his boldness of speech 
toward them. He then alludes to Titus’ visit to 
them, and the comfort he received from Titus’ 
report of their ‘earnest desire, their mourning, 
and their fervent mind toward him.’ This as- 
sured him that they had received damage by him in 
nothing, and though his letters caused them sor- 
row, yet it was a ‘godly sorrow that worked re- 
pentance unto salvation not to be repented of.’ 
He goes on to describe the successive stages of 
this godly repentance, which make an interesting 
subject for examination. ‘For behold,’ says he, 
‘this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a god- 
ly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you’— 
this expresses the diligence and faithfulness of 
the Corinthians in self-examination. ‘Yea, what 
clearing of yourselves’—in this we see the prompt- 
ness and thoroughness of their action in view of 
the evils they discovered. 
tion, yea what fear’—these emotions gave power 
to their action in expelling evil. ‘Yea what ve- 
hement desire’—this was the natural reaction of 
their hearts toward God. ‘Yea what zeal, yea 
what revenge,’—these were the proper offspring of 
the love and hate that had been so powerfully 
excited. The criticism would not have been 
effectual if either of the foregoing elements 
had been lacking; but as it was, Paul was abun- 
dantly satisfied with their repentance, and with 
the healthy operation of their criticism of the 
offender ; and in conclusion exhorts them to re- 
store and forgive him—adding, ‘TI rejoice therefore 
that I have confidence in you in all things.’ 


*Yea what imudigna- 


The same power to administer healthy criticism 
that Paul had, and the same hearty reception of 
it that the Corinthians manifested, we know are 
now in exercise in the church. May they increase 
more and more. Cc. A. M. 

Oneida, May 1, 1853. 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No, 198. 


THE PRINCIPLE OF THE ATONEMENT. 


The community principle, which brings 
us into identity with each other, admits 
of a rotation in office, and substitution of 
one for another in difficult places, which 
isolation does not. For instance, in a 
large Association, a mother with a family 
of children can easily step out of her po- 
sition and let another take her place, and 
another still is ready to step in when the 
second wishes to be relieved. By rotation 
we can bring to bear fresh life at any 
point of conflict over and over again, and 
not suffer any one to be worn out: we 
can go on taking turns and renewing our 
forces till we overcome. In most cases 
the evil we contend with is a unit—it has 
only its own individual force, and no 
chance forsubstitution—it is a fixed thing ; 
then we can bring to bear upon it such 
& persevering pressure by rotation as to 
inevitably wear it out. Where a_ hostile 
force bears down on one to a great disad- 
vantage, and not on another, by the con- 
ditions of community-life we can expose 
the one who will suffer the least damage. 
We can bear one another’s burdens : 
the strong can protect the weak, and the 
weak by partnership with the strong can 
endure what would otherwise overcome 
them. 

This principle, which allows the substi- 
tution of one for another at the point of 
difficulty, and allows the strong to take the 
place of the weak, is the yery principle of 
the atonement. Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is strong, and able to cope with the 
evil principle in wisdom, and power and 
endurance. We as men are not able, 
and left to ourselves we should be destroy- 
ed; but Christ steps into our place, 
fights the enemy for us, and teaches us 
how to fight him for ourselves and others, 
And as ‘he laid down hislife for us, so ought 





we to lay down our lives for the brethren.’ 


We should stand in readiness to take 
others’ places—to be substituted for oth- 
ers, where it is dictated by the public in- 
terest. Whoever has the spirit of Christ, 
stands in that attitude, offering himself 
to God, and asking him to substitute him 
for another, in a battle where he can take 
the brunt with the least injury. Let a 
church get perfectly leavened with the 
spirit of the atonement, which will make 
God free to substitute one for another, 
and not force one to stand in a spot of 
danger too long, and it will be so that 
at any certain point the devil may be 
blazing hell-fire with any amount of in- 
tensity, and the church can meet the jet 
of damnation and not be hurt, just as a 
person can take up a coal of fire, and by 
keeping it tilting from one hand to an- 
other, not get burned. This is the first 
grand advantage of Communism. The 
atonement is the best exponent of Com- 
munism. By putting two lives together, 
we can substitute one for another and 
fight a battle successfully, that would go 
against one alone. 

If the economy of Christ’s household 
requires the strong to take the brunt of 
battle, then if the weak do not give way 
to the strong, it is contrary to the com- 
mon interest. It is egotism and foolish- 
ness for the weak to insist on fighting their 
own battle under circumstances where it 
is sure to go against them—they are 


Do 
bound to give place to the strong. The 
duties of the parties are reciprocal. If it 


is the duty of one man to sacrifice him- 
self for another, it is the duty of the other 
to stand out of the way. If it is Christ’s 
business to overcome the wicked one for 
us, it is our business to withdraw from 
the attack, and not encumber him with 
our weakness. We should acknowledge 
that he has done it for us, and accept the 
substitute and not try to do it over for 
ourselves. We should not try to frustrate 
the grace of God. ‘ Bear one another's 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ,’ 
or the spirit of the atonement. Employ 
your forces with reference to the good of 
the whole, without reference to egotism 
or personal choice. We must bear our 
own burdens when we can, and where it 
is properly our business, and then bear 
one another’s burdens whenever the law 
of Christ requires it. In regard to disease, 
this principle must be taken into account. 
If any one is attacked with a disease that 
he is incompetent to mect, let him see if 
he cannot fall back and let in a superior 
force. 


HOME-TALK.—NO. 199. 
THE HOPE OF ETERNAL GROWTH. 

The community-spirit, is the only spirit 
that has avight to immortality. It is 
compatible with the interests of God and 
the universe, to let a community-spirit 
grow forever. A spirit that is free from 
egotism, and devoted to the general good, 
cannot live too long, and cannot have too 
much prosperity. But it would not answer 
to let an egotisical, selfish spirit grow 
beyond a certain limit. The animals are 
very useful to man, but it would not be well 
to let them grow till they consumed the 
revenues of a nation ; it would not do to 
let a tree grow till it sucked up all the 
juices of the carth, Mere selfish life— 
life that has reference only to its own 
pleasure—must necessarily be limited in 
its growth. As I said, it is only the com- 





munity-spirit, that takes in the interests 
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of God and the great whole, that has any 
right to immortality. 

The gospel shows us how we may par- 
take of the community-spirit of Christ, 
which seeks not its own, but the good of 
the whole. And when that spirit is es- 
tablished in us—when by faith and the 
word of God, our hearts are changed and 
our life becomes compatible with the pub- 
lic interest, then everything nourishes that 
life ; what we eat and drink, and all our 
intercourse with the good things of this 
world, becomes nutriment and material 
of growth to that life. And then every 
thing that we suck into ourselves is turn- 
ed to an eternal use, and becomes _profit- 
able to the great whole. A person has no 
right in the absolute sense, to eat or drink 
on any other basis than that of ministerng 
to the universe. What we eat and drink 
belongs to God, and we have no right to 
use it except as we turn it to good ac- 
count for him, and carry out his intention 
concerning it, for the general benefit. 





== A party has been organized to survey 
the proposed northern route of the Pacific Rail- 
road, according to the act of the last Congress, 
providing for the survey of several different routes 
from the Mississippi to the Pacific, with a view to 
the selection of the best one for the road. The 
party is under the command of Maj. Stevens, who 
goes out to enter upon the duties of his office as 
Governor of the new Territory of Washington.— 
The parties to survey the proposed middle and 
southern routes, have not yet been organized. 








Ka The Home Journal says “the remedy for 
woman’s dependent condition is much in her own 
hands. When mothers, no matter what their cir- 
cumstances, insist upon their daughters acquiring 
some art or trade, by which an independent exist- 
ence can be secured; when they avoid as nuisances 
fashionable young ladies’ seminaries ; when we all 
learn to confront and tweak by the nose the silly 
bugbear of public opinion—then woman’s ‘ eman- 
cipation’ will not be long delayed.” 





j= The New York Daily Times says :— 

“Statesmanship, by the inevitable force of 
circumstances, is clearly and rapidly depre- 
ciating inour country ; but another power, fresh 
in its youthfulness and instinct with energetic life, 
is fast rising into an authority, that will soon be 
enthroned over stupid Congresses. It is the 
Newspaper Press. The signs of the age are too 
ominous to be mistaken in this particular, and the 
public opinion of our land is tacitly consenting to 
the idea, that for the next generations, Newspa- 
pers are to be our Statesmen !” 








Unequatep Sarinc—Suorr Passace.—The 
clipper ship Sovereign of the Seas arrived at this 
port yesterday, in 82 days from Honolulu, Sand- 
wich Islands—it usually requiring four or five 
months. from these Islands. Besides this speed 
for the whole passage, portions of the time show 
amore remarkable performance. The run from 
Honolulu to Cape Horn, a distance of 8,634 miles, 
was accomplished in 37 days; in 26 of those days 
consecutively the ship ran 6,489 miles, and one of 
these days was distinguished by an extraordinary 
run of 480 miles. This is the greatest sailing re- 
corded, the nearest approach to it being that of 
the Flying Cloud, which ran, in 26 consecutive 
days, an average of 227 miles per day; while the 
daily average of the Sovereign of the Seas for the 
same time was 249 11-13 miles, or 22 miles a day 
more than the Flying Cloud. The best day’s run 
of the Flying Cloud was 374 miles. here is no 
doubt of the above run of the Sovereign of the 
Seas, as it appears from the log, and calcula- 
tions entered at large on Captain McKay’s jour- 
nal—a speed of 18 miles an hour for 24 hours— 
greater than was ever done before under canvass. 
—New York Tribune. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


IN © ee rer rm nrnvn 


FROM VERMONT. 
Putney, May 6, 1853. 

Dear G.—I take my pen to put down 
a few thoughts that came into my mind, 
as I was busy about my room this morn- 
ing. How I do bless and praise God for 
the privileges, enjoyments, and inspira- 
tions of community life—and how earn- 
estly and sincerely do I seek and ask for 
the true community spirit. The true com- 
munity spirit, is the spirit of the kingdom 
of heaven ; and in this earnest desire I 
realize more than ever that we are in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

I was just listening to some of M’s. 
descriptions of her happy experiences and 











impressions in the night: said she, ‘I 
never felt myself so near to God, and 
the angels before—sometimes, such feel- 
ings make me cry with brokenness and 
gratitude, but last night, I could only 
exclaim, Glory to God !’ 

I said to her I thought she was becom- 
ing quite a medium, and the more of her 
‘manifestations’ the better. ‘ Yes,’ said 
she, ‘ but there are no rappings about me.’ 
It is quite edifying to me, to see her im- 
provement and the attention which by the 
grace of God she is giving to spiritual 
things. She says, ‘at the same time that 
God affords her these happy seasons, she 
is thankful that he condescends to teach 
and help her to overcome every bad habit, 
and subdue her strong self-will ;’ and so I 
said that at the same time that I was 
often in circumstances to humble, and 
make me willing to take a very low seat, 
yet he comforted me, and led me on from 
one degree of strength to another. 

As others are leading the way in the 
testimony of triumphing by faith over 
sickness, and all weaknesses and infirme- 
ties incident to old age, I am willing to 
add my testimony so far as this; that 
since my confession of Christ in me a Sa- 
viour from all evil, there has been a grad- 
ual improvement, not ‘only in my health, 
but deliverance in a great measure from old 
habits and dependence on every thing but 
Christ, as ‘the resurrection and the life ;’ 
and I can now say that within the last 
year, I have been favored with new and 
interesting experience that our confession 
of Christ as having ‘ taken our infirmities, 
and borne our sicknesses,’ is not a vain 
thing. [She is seventy-three years old. 

id. Cir.| 

In addition to this I will add, that in a 
few instances, I have enjoyed the minis- 
tration of some spiritual agent, that has 
softly whispered in my ear, in accents too 
plain to be mistaken, what would be good 
for me to do, at the same time strengthen- 
ing me to perform what otherwise I should 
have thought impossible ; so that I can 
very well receive this doctrine of invisible 
evencies. For all this I can only thank 
ai. praise God; and while I meditate 
on the depths of love and mercy, which 
was manifested in the redemption of the 
world through the cross of Christ, I re- 
member that it was ‘for the joy that was 
set before him, he endured the cross, and 
despised the shame ;’ and through the cross 
he has opened the way ‘or the salvation 
of all that believe on him. 

I will say a word about the Paper. The 
‘Talk’ in the last number with ‘an In- 
quirer,’ is peculiarly interesting and con- 
clusive to me. The argument for two 
resurrections and two judgments, amounts 
to a demonstration—it contains a kind of 
proof that satisfies inquiry. Christ’s own 
emphatic declaration that he should come 
within that generation, I have long be- 
lieved was sufficient ground for our faith ; 
but the collateral evidence that is now 
being brought out, puts to silence all 
gainsaying, 

And is not Mrs. Stowe’s argument on 
the subject of Slavery, something new 
and unanswerable ? The view she brings 
out, of the condition of the master and 
slave, the moment they come under the 
‘constitutional law of Christ’s empire,’ 
has more weight in it than any thine I 
have seen on the subject. 

: P. Noyes. 


FROM NEW YORK. 
South Dansville, April 30, 1853. 

—I have been an attentive reader of 
the Circular for two or three months, and 
have been much edified by it, and my 
faith greatly strengthened. I wish pub- 
licly to confess Christ in me, and to 
number myself as one among that little 
band, that has taken Christ as a full Sa- 
vior, both of body and soul. I confess 
Christ in me able to do all things for me, 
for without this confession, I should not 
be able to do any thing. God has allow- 





ed me to go entirely beyond my own 
strength, and supported me by his 
strength, by that power which raised| 


Christ from the dead ; and I now can 
say With Paul, when I am weak then am 
I strong. I feel sometimes as though it 
would be good forme to remain weak, 
so that I might continually witness his 
resurrection-power in all that Ido; and, 
also that others may see and know the 
power of Christ : yet I believe he will re- 
store me to health in due season, that I 
may spend and be spent for him. 

The Talks about the Second Coming, 
have greatly profited me, and simplified 
the Bible to my understanding. 

Yours for the cause of Christ. 
W. G. KELLy. 


Champion, April 30, 1853. 

—TI rejoice that I can contribute a little 
to help sustain a free paper—one devoted 
to the sovereignty of Jesus Christ. I 
have long had a desire to do something— 
to be a co-worker with God and his chil- 
dren in introducing his kingdom into the 
world. I prayed years ago that God 
would never give me a cent in the world, 
unless he gave me a heart to devote it to 
him. He heard my prayer. I have always 
been poor—and this is the first offering 
I have ever been able to make. God has 
ever had his eye on me for good—he has 
been educating me to be wholly his. I 
wish to confess Christ in me a Savior from 
allsin and evil, soul and body, Although 
I am one of the most remote twigs of the 
vine, yet if I belong to the vine, I shall 
improve and grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of God. I wish to express my 
thanks for the privilege I have had of read- 
ing the Circular so long without money 
and without price. I think it more and 
more interesting—it is of infinite value 
to me, living as I do, in circumstances 
of isolation. I enclose $5, and hope to 
send more in future. Yours in the 
love of the truth. 

W. Know .es. 


FROM MASSACHUSETTS, 
Coleraine, April 25, 1853. 

—It was the custom among the Baptist 
people where I was brought up, to tell their 
experience before joining the church; and I 
wish to relate some of mine, on the present 
occasion. I was taught to believe, that 
Christians always had sinned, and always 
would sin ; and I believed that the ministers 
told the truth. One of them said in private 
conversation with me, that he did not want 
to be more perfect than the apostle Paul was, 
when he saw his state, and cried out ‘O 
wretched man that Iam.’ ‘ This is the gos- 
pel,’ said he, ‘ that I have been preaching 
these fifty years.’ I thought it was time for 
me to act for myself. Another one said 
that ‘ we sin every moment of our lives.’ I 
asked him if he thought that any could be 
freed from sin on earth? He said ‘he did 
not know but persons might be, when they 
were first converted.’ I answered, ‘ As ye 
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
yein him.’ Hesaidnomore. Isometimes 
went to hear the Methodists. I asked one 
of their members what I shoulddo? I told 
him that the Baptists taught me one doc- 
trine, and the Methodists another; which 
shall I believe? ‘Believe none of them,’ 
said he, ‘ believe God, believe God, believe 
God,’ repeating it three times. Itcame from 
his heart, and it reached my heart; and 
it remains there to this day. I believe the 
Bible was written by holy men, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

I believe that Christ came when he said 
he would, immediately after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, unto them that looked for him. 
In some measure I can say as did Paul, ‘T 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.’ I am thank- 
ful for that gospel which cannot be bought 
with money; and that the poor have it 
preached to them without price. I feel like 
contending earnestly for ‘ the faith onge de- 
livered to the saints,’ and ‘laying hold on 
eternal life ;’ and I shall come off conqueror 
through him who loved us, and died to re- 
deem us. 

I send inclosed $5, that the poor may 





have the benefit of the press, as well.as the 
rich. Yours in the fellowship of Christ’s 
spirit, SYLVESTER Catt, 


FROM ONEIDA. 
Oneida, May 1, 1853. 

—It was in the fall of 1834, that I first be- 
came a believer in the doctrine of Christ’s See. 
ond Coming as taught in the Circular. My 
attention was turned to the subject by readin 
the article on ‘ the Second Coming of the Son 
of man, eighteen hundred years ago,’ written 
by Mr. Noyes, and published in the 2d No, 
of the New Haven Perfectionist. The effect 
which these views produced upon my faith, and 
indeed upon my whole spiritual state and per- 
ception, was wonderful to me then, as it has 
been ever memorable to me since. I had been 
educated from a child to a sacred regard for 
the Bible: I thought I believed it implicitly 
as God’s word—at least I had so professed by 
my union with the nominal church, and by ac- 
cepting office at its hands. Strange as it 
seemed to me, I awoke toa conviction that hith- 
erto I had been, in an important sense, a skep- 
tie. My education had led me to pass over 
lightly and unbelievingly those portions of 
Seripture which now shone forth in golden lus- 
tre, distinctly pointing me back 1800 years, 
to find the promised time of Christ’s Coming. 
Subsequently, however, I came into darkness 
and doubt on the subject; at least its practi- 
cal importance was lost sight of by me. The 
consequence was that I became dark and cloudy 
in matters of truth generally. A kind of 
lethargic state followed, to rise out of which 
has cost me severe struggles. 

What I wish to confess at the present time 
is, that the late articles on the Second Com- 
ing have dispelled all fog on the subject, and 
have presented the truth more luminously to 
me than ever before. I find in me at the pres- 
ent time a growing boldness with regard to it, 
from a conviction of its vital importance to the 
existence of true faith in Christ, and of con- 
fidence in the New Testament record gener- 
ally. From the proof-texts presented in the 
Circular, it is clear, that not only Christ’s own 
words are at stake, but the truthfulness of all 
professions of inspiration in the apostolic wri- 
tings is at stake also. It seems clear to me 
that we stand in the same relation to the See- 
ond Coming that the Primitive church did to 
the resurrection of Christ, as presented by 
Paul in the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians. 

If Christ did not come as he said he would, 
in the lifetime of that generation—if the Primi- 
tive church were not raised with him at his 
Coming, then are both Christ and the apos- 
tles found false witnesses ; our faith in Christ 
is vain; our hope of salvation is vain ; and 
the Primitive church has fallen asleep and per- 
ished. But thanks be to God, Christ did come; 
the Primitive church were raised according to 
promise; and we are made witnesses to the 
truth, by his Spirit which dwells within us.— 
The evidences that they are now a living na- 
tion, ruling in and reigning over us, are steadi- 
ly expanding. I wish here to confess my en- 
tire devotion to a Free Press, as their organ of 
communication with this world. 

J. Burr. 


Oneida, May 1, 1853. 

—After an experience of several months in 
this Association, I can say that the evidence 
which I have received that it is especially 
under God’s administration, is such, that I 
am constrained tq testify to my unqualified 
confidence in it, as representing in this world 
the true church of Christ. I therefore give 
wyself, and all that I hold dear, to the church, 
us unto the Lord—feeling assured that his 
promise, ‘ I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee,’ is good, and will be fulfilled. Iam 
convinced that itis not hard to serve God, 
but that on the contrary it is ‘easy-—proving 
the truth of our Savior’s words :—* My yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.’ 

I furthermore confess my allegiance to Christ, 
and my purpose ever to be mindful of his prom- 
ise—‘ Whosoever shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess before my Father whieh is in 
heaven.’ I rejoice to know that I have such 
a high priest, who ‘ is able to save te the utter- 
most them that come unto God by him.’ 

I thank God that by his grace I am per- 
mitted to testify to his salvation ; and that I 
am ‘no longer a debtor to the flesh, to live after 
the flesh.’ I appreciate more and more the 
exhortation of Paul :—‘ As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
him.’ 

I du hereby, before men, and against all con- 
tradiction, confess Christ in me, present salva- 
tion. Joun E. Howarp. 


Letters Received. 
J. J. Franks; D. Wright; L. W. Guiteau; J. 
B., & A. Lyvere; A. Smith; M. Toby. 














